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Analysis of low motivation despite high satisfaction in

ophthalmology clerkship

LI Kelin, XU Zhengjie, LIN Xianchai, XIE Chifeng, GONG Chengzhen,
WANG Juan, LIANG Xuanwei, CHEN Rongxin

(State Key Laboratory of Ophthalmology, Zhongshan Ophthalmic Center, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangdong Provincial Key

Abstract

Keywords

Laboratory of Ophthalmology and Visual Science, Guangzhou 510060, China)

Objective: To investigate the learning status of clinical medicine students during ophthalmology clerkship and
analyze the relationships among learning motivation, learning attitude, grade expectations, teaching satisfaction,
and academic performance, thereby providing evidence for educational reform. Methods: Fourth-year clinical
medicine students who participated in an ophthalmology clerkship at the Zhongshan Ophthalmic Center, Sun
Yat-sen University, from March to May 2024 were enrolled. Questionnaires were administered to collect data on
learning motivation, learning attitude, grade expectations, and teaching satisfaction. These data were analyzed
alongside written examination scores and clerkship performance grades. Of the 84 questionnaires distributed, 83
valid responses were received. The X* test was used to compare the 84 questionnaires distributed; 83 valid
responses were received. The Cramér’s V was used to evaluate the strength of the associations. Results: The
overall satisfaction rate with ophthalmology clerkship teaching was 96.0%. In self-assessment, 51.80% of
students reported higher or very high study effort, 74.70% expected to receive a grade of “good” or higher, and
most students indicated a moderate level of learning motivation. Theoretical examination scores were associated
with grade expectations (Cramér’s V = 0.296, P = 0.024). Furthermore, clinical performance scores were
significantly correlated with both learning attitude (Cramér’s V = 0.308, P = 0.003) and grade expectations
(Cramér’s V = 0.370, P = 0.004). Conclusion: Although students were highly satisfied with ophthalmology
clerkship; their learning motivation warrants further enhancement. Emphasizing formative assessments,
simulation-based training, and diversified evaluation methods is recommended to help students effectively
translate theoretical knowledge into clinical competence.

medical students; clinical clerkship; ophthalmology; learning motivation
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Table 1 Distribution of self-evaluated learning attitudes and academic expectations among medical students
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Table 3 Evaluation results of medical students’ satisfaction with teaching work [n(%)]

[ AEH AR ANt — B R FEHHE
HEFE B 0 (0.0) 1(1.2) 3(3.6) 14 (16.9) 65(78.3)
HF R 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 4(4.8) 20 (24.1) 59(71.1)
He BV HHE 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 8(9.6) 13 (15.7) 62(74.7)

ViigE Bl 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2(2.4) 5(6.0) 76(91.6)
pLiS e 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 2(2.4) 13 (15.7) 68(81.9)
I PR 7 T 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 2(2.4) 14 (16.9) 67(80.7)
Bkt 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2(24) 11(13.3) 70(84.3)
HEF R 0 (0.0) 0 (0.0) 4 (4.8) 14 (16.9) 65(78.3)
%I 0 (0.0) 1(1.2) 9 (10.8) 25 (30.1) 48(57.8)




6

HRFF2# 42, 2026, 99(99)  journal.gzzoc.org.cn

x4 RBPZFEIIHE
Table4 Ophthalmology learning scores
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Table 5 Distribution of theoretical examination grades among medical students with different learning motivations, attitudes

and academic expectations (n)
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Table 6 Distribution of clerkship performance grades among medical students with different learning motivations, attitudes

and academic expectations (n)
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